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Mark Your
Calendar
December 1
4pm

Hanging of
the Greens

December 8
9am

Breakfast with
Mary & Joseph

December 14
7pm
December 16
10:45am
12pm

Christmas Concert

December 21

1st Day of Winter

December 24
5:30pm

Christmas Eve
Service

December 25

Merry Christmas

Children’s Pageant
Children’s Pageant
Dorothy Dinner

Join us on Sunday, December
14 immediately following
worship for our Annual
Christmas Church Dinner. This
tradition was started by
Dorothy Kespohl, the late matriarch
of New Horizons United Methodist Church. We will
again follow the tradition of cooking the turkeys as
she did, and eating and rejoicing together. The
menu will consist of turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes. Please bring a side dish and dessert or two
to share as well as your special stories and
Christmas memories.

Coming in January - January 5 there will be
a meeting of the officers to plan for 2013. On
January 22 there will be a meeting of all
women, so mark your calendars now!
The women will also continue to sell pecans
December. The cost this year will be the same
as last year; $12.00 per one pound bag of
pecan halves or pieces, or for a twelve ounce
bag of chocolate covered pecans. See Marie
Powell or another member of United Methodist
Women if you are interested.
- Marie Powell

Orders Due!
The
d e a d lin e
for
December Mid America
Food orders is Sunday,
December 9. Orders will be
delivered Friday, December
14. If you have any
questions, please contact
LaShonda
Boone at
boone@tranquility.net.

P o in s e t t ia s m a y b e
ordered this year throughout
the Advent season. The cost
is $20 for the large and $7 for
the small. Flowers will be
placed in the sanctuary as
they are ordered, so we are
sure to have fresh, beautiful
plants through the entire
season!
Your poinsettias may be
ordered in honor or memory
of your loved ones if you so
choose. Please order your
poinsettias using the order
forms in the bulletins each
Sunday or by calling the
church office.

LETTER TO MY PARTNERS at the
New Horizons UMC,
The superintendent Julia Lampião of Cabo
Delgado district addresses sincere thanks for your
prayers to her and her family.
Happy to inform that my work goes well though
with difficulties related to very long distances
between churches I am asked to supervise.
All churches in my district face constrains that
hinder them to efficiently contribute for their duties.
I thank God for the support that came from partners
of the church of Muadja, for funding the drilling of
new safe water well.
My husband is Mateus Chadreque and he is
doing alright. My studies at the Catholic University
of Mozambique are going well although I face lack
of financial resources to pay for tuition. I am in my
2nd Year of the course of Education Psychology
and Teaching Entrepreneurship.
Thanks for you always pray that God provides
health and life that enable us to serve in His
Kingdom.
Pemba, September 12, 2012
The District Superintendent
Julia Lampiao Nhamajeho

What the Christian seeks is not
greatness but goodness; not happiness
but holiness; not power but purity; not
feeling but fact; not information but
wisdom.
-Michael Bauman,
American teacher/theologian

Special Requests from
The Wardrobe
Used and clean bed sheets Queen and King size
Used bath towels and wash cloths
Gently used blankets all sizes
Used and clean bed pillows
Shopping bags no smaller than larger
grocery bags to place customers purchases
Any extra blue Columbia recycling bags that
you will not use at home
The Wardrobe would appreciate having them.
Any of these items can be placed in Carol
Smith's van or Ruth Ann Arends’ car on Sunday
morning and they will deliver them to
The Wardrobe

New Horizons United
Methodist Church will be
hosting a community event
on Saturday, December 8
from
9-11am
for
neighborhood and church
children and families. A
pancake breakfast will be
served from 9-9:30am
followed by fun activities
making ornaments to
celebrate Christ’s birth.
Hearing an interactive story
of the birth of Christ and
picture taking with Mary
and Joseph will complete
the morning.
- Diana Baldwin

All members of New
Horizons United Methodist
Church are invited to join in
an Advent Devotional series
provided by the Society of St.
Andrew titled “On the way to
the Manger.” The booklets
are available in the church
narthex. There is a scripture
reading and a short
devotional reading for each
day of Advent.

Church Office Hours & Information

Sunday Services:
9:30am ~ Sunday School
10:45am ~ Worship
12:00noon ~ Fellowship
Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday & Thursday
8am ~ 12noon
Church Office Hours
Monday ~ Friday
8am ~ 12pm
Phone: 573.443.7058
Fax:
573.443.7063
www.newhorizons-umc.org
Facebook: NewHorizonsUMC
STAFF:
Heather Morgan, Pastor
heathermccainmorgan@gmail.com
Adriene Green,, Music Director
SingHisPraise@newhorizons-umc.org
Raina Linville, Bell
Choir Director
raebug70@gmail.com

When Jesus was 12, he worried his
parents by staying behind at the
temple as their travel group departed
Jerusalem. What Jewish festival had
they celebrated in the city?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Hanukkah
Purim
Passover
The Feast of Tabernacles

Becky Teacutter
Administrative Assistant
office@newhorizons-umc.org
Christopher Morgan
Custodian
Answer: C (See Luke 2:41-49.)

Ellen Haynes & Tara Harper
Nursery Staff

December Lectionary
Reading
December 2, 2012
1st Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756)
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
December 9, 2012
2nd Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79 (UMH 208)
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
December 16, 2012
3rd Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

December 23, 2012
4th Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:46b-55 (UMH 199)
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
December 24, 2012
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96 (UMH 815)
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
December 25, 2012
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98 (UMH 818)
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14
December 30, 2012
1st Sunday After
Christmas Day
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

The beauty of
Christmas rests in the
hard, gritty truth of it:
the story of God
coming down to earth to
meet you where you live
and where obviously
you need him most - in
the ordinary humdrum
dust and dirt of life.

-Edmund Steimle

The children and youth of New Horizons invite
you to join them during the morning worship service
on December 16th for their presentation of the annual
Christmas musical. This year’s production, A
Shepherd’s Story, is based on Luke 2:1-20. It
combines music and drama to tell the story of Jesus’
birth from the perspective of the shepherds. We
hope that you will travel with us from the hills outside
Bethlehem to the humble manger where the
shepherds offer their gifts to the newborn prince of
peace.
Practices for the musical will be held during
Sunday School (9:30-10:30) each Sunday through
the 16. We will also practice at 10am on the two
Saturdays before the play, December 8 and 15.
Speaking parts and music have been assigned and
will be distributed Sunday, December 2, during the
Sunday School hour. If your child is between the
ages of 4 and 14 and is interested in participating, it
is not too late! We need lots of beautiful angels for
the angel choir, in addition to shepherds and
shepherdesses. Older youth will introduce the play
with the New Testament message. Please contact
Lucy Lee for additional information.
- Lucy Lee

Voluntary Action Center
Adopt-A-Family
New Horizons has adopted two families for
Christmas through The Voluntary Action
Center. Our two adults and seven children have all
been adopted.
Thank you to everyone who
stepped forward to provide these families with gifts
for Christmas. The Voluntary Action Center is also
requesting $15.00 per person for food. If you were
not able to adopt but would like to participate, a gift
of money or a roll of Christmas paper to send with
the gift would be appreciated.
All gifts, wrapping paper and money for food
need to be brought to the church by Sunday
December 9th. The gifts should be left unwrapped.
Thank you all for giving so generously!
The Missions Committee will meet on Sunday
December 9th at noon. Please plan to attend if you
are a member of the 2012 Missions Committee or
the 2013 Missions Committee.
Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas Season!

-

- Patty O’Neal
Mission Committee Chair

Advent – The Coming of
Christ

The Seeking of Room at
the Inn by Strangers
In Advent, we give thanks for
the coming of Christ into our
midst. This is this time to welcome
those who come to join in worship
and the time to invite family,
friends, neighbors, and the
stranger. This is a time to think
about the one who is seeking and
asking if there is room at the inn.
Will you welcome the seeker the
same as a friend knocking on your
door? This is our opportunity to
introduce a person to Christ this
Christmas. A visitor may be a
family member from out of town, a
person thinking about making a
change in the coming year after
Christmas, seekers longing for the
familiarity of Christmas traditions
they grew up with, and curiosity
driven consumers seeking the
comforts of beautiful Christmas
music.
Each of us needs to prepare in
our hearts and our conversations
to welcome visitors this season.
The church is decorated with
greenery and trim, the music is
practiced, and everything is in
place awaiting…awaiting Christ’s
birth and the stranger who walks
among us.
Thoughts offered by the Radical
Hospitality Team
B a s e d o n t h o u g h t s f ro m
E v a n g e l is mCo a c h . c o m a n d
ReThink Church

Dear Church Family,
I just wanted to update all of you on my current
endeavors. I am currently serving as the pastoral
intern at Camden United Methodist Church. I was
recently accepted into St. Paul School of Theology
to pursue my Masters of Divinity. I plan to attend
classes starting next semester. All of these
blessings would have never occurred without your
love and support. I am privileged to have called
New Horizons my church home during my college
years, and although I have transferred
membership, I will always feel like I am apart of this
community. Please keep me in your prayers as I
begin this amazing journey. I hope our paths will
continue to cross. I love and miss you all dearly. I
hope to see you all very soon. One of my favorite
songs offers a prayer that I offer daily when I think
of you all.
"My Friends may you grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior.
My friends may you grow in grace and in the
knowledge of Jesus Christ.
I pray tonight if we learned from one another, may
we glorify Him.
And if the Lord should bring us back together, may
we be in his arms till then."
Blessings,
Cassie O'Brien

This is Christmas: not the tinsel, not the giving
and receiving, not even the carols, but the humble
heart that receives anew the wondrous gift, the
Christ.
-Frank McKibben

The
song
“The
Twelve
Days
of
Christmas” reminds us
that this season stretches from
Christmas Day (the celebration of
Jesus’ birth) to January 6 (Epiphany,
the day we celebrate the arrival of the
magi).
For years, many people assumed
that there was symbolism in the items
referred to in the song, even
perpetuating a story that it originated
as a secret way for Roman Catholics
to perpetuate the catechism when
Catholicism was officially outlawed in
England. Various charts have been
published, suggesting that the “two
turtle doves” meant the Old and New
Testaments and the “six geese-a-laying” the six
days of creation. However, there is nothing
historical to support this theory and, in reality, such

tidbits of doctrine would be
true for all Christians, not just
Roman Catholics.
It seems to be just a fun
song celebrating a wonderful
season of the church year.
For further fun, a group
computes the estimated cost
each year of purchasing all
of the items on the list. In
Go
twww.PNCChristmaspriceind
ex.com for the current price,
as well as more interactive
information.

Help End
Hunger
Help the Society
of St. Andrew end hunger
this Advent season by
gathering up your quarters
and putting them in a
“quarter box.” The boxes are
in the narthex and may be
picked up before or after
worship. Each box holds
$100 quarters which equals
5,000 servings of food OR 28
large Starbucks coffees,
dinner for 6 at a restaurant, a
night at the movies for 5. For
more information abut St.
Andrews visit endhunger.org.
When your box is full
return it on the last Sunday
of Advent, December 23
when the boxes will be used
for our Birthdays & Blessings
Box offering.

Voluntary Center Action News
All our Christmas families have been sponsored!
How else might you help?
1. Monetary Donations
Sometimes sponsors find they have taken on more
than they can handle and/or they have family
emergencies and are unable to purchase gifts at the
last minute. For these situations, we need monetary
donations to write vouchers to area stores for gifts
and food. You can bring or send donations to the
Voluntary Action Center office at 403A Vandiver
Drive.
2. Toys or Other Gift Items
We use donated gifts to supplement a family’s gifts
or when the sponsor is unable to bring what they had
planned. You can bring these items to Trinity
Presbyterian Church on December 3 or 4 between
8am and 4pm.
3. Gift Certificates (Mall, Department Stores,
Movie Theaters, etc.)
These are very good for filling in gifts for teenagers.
These can be delivered to Trinity Presbyterian
Church on December 3 or 4 between 8am and 4pm.
4. New Books
Books are great gifts for all ages. Bring these also to
Trinity Presbyterian Church on December 3 or 4
between 8am and 4pm.
Items needed by the Voluntary Action Center all
year:
• nonperishable food (canned, boxed, etc.)
• diapers (#4’s and #5’s)
• toilet paper
• paper towels
• hygiene products
• cleaning and laundry products
For more information, please contact the Voluntary
Action Center office at 874-2273

Mary the Prophet
The bible is full of stories of God calling
prophets, and their responses. Often, they are
reluctant: Moses claimed to be a nobody, Isaiah
said, “I am a person of unclean lips,” and Jeremiah
said, “I am too young.”
Yet the prophet Mary not only says “let it be,
according to your word” (or, “I’m ready to serve”
according to The Message) but bursts into song,
proclaiming the goodness of God.
At this time of year, we see Mary a lot, usually
dressed in blue, in Christmas cards, manger
scenes, and nativity pageants. But do we really
notice her? This young, previously unknown
teenager from Nazareth made an amazing speech
(Lk 1:47-54) and – in addition to birthing the
Messiah – did a number of other powerful acts in
her life as well.
In the midst of this busy season, pause and
pay a little attention to Mary. Read her story, and
listen to her challenge.
From Editor's Clipsheets Volume 28, No. 12,
December 2008

Join us on Monday,
December 24 at 5:30pm for
this inspiring and joy-filled
service of familiar carols as
we spread the light of
Christ
through
the
traditional candle lighting.
We will sing songs, hear
the message of Christmas
joy, and leave with the light
of Christ in our hearts. Join
as again this year and bring
friends,
family
and
neighbors.

Fifth Friday
at The Wardrobe
New Horizons United
Methodist Women work at
The Wardrobe on the fifth
Friday of each month. The
Wardrobe is open to the
public 11am to 4pm. Men
and women are welcome to
work all of that time or any
part of that time and any
a s s is t a n c e is g re a t l y
appreciated. If you can help,
please notify Ruth Ann
Arends as soon as possible.

From the Pastor
“Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in
this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned
to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins’” (Matthew
1:18-22).
It’s the season to fall in love, once again, with
God! Our hearts may burst wide open, as we hear
the retelling of the ageless, timeless story of Jesus’
birth! May everything we do this season magnify
the grace of that sacred story. May the Spirit of the
newborn Christ child infuse, and sometimes even
challenge, our traditions: our decorating, treelighting, house-warming, parties, movie-going, giftgiving and holiday get-togethers with family and
friends. May the gratitude we experienced at
Thanksgiving continue to well up and fill our hearts.
I invite each and every one of you to come and
worship with us at 5:30pm on Christmas Eve,
December 24.
As Christ-followers, we know Jesus to be “the
reason for the season.” He is the greatest gift we
can ever give or receive. Throughout Advent and
Christmas, our worship at New Horizons will focus
upon “keepin’ it real.” Our series called “A LifeGiving Christmas” will emphasize the real, true gifts
for which our hearts really long: hope, peace, joy
(Continued on page 14)

December Birthdays &
Blessings Box
December 2
Voluntary Action Center
December 9
Heifer International
December 16
Central Missouri Food Bank
December 23
Society of St. Andrew
December 24
The Room at the Inn
December 30
Rainbow House

(Continued from page 13)

and love. These are the Christmas gifts we receive
from God when we place our trust in Jesus’ grace
and love. Many members of New Horizons are
“keepin’ it real” this season. Today I spoke to one
who is busy organizing the gift of a community
meal at Loaves and Fishes: Mark Dempsey has
recruited his Boy Scout Troup to serve fried
chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy and pie to the
hungry guests who will be coming for the evening
meal on December 1st. Way to go!
In the United Methodist Church, people are
focusing on new ways to celebrate Christmas.
While over-consumption is rampant in our culture,
and materialism is still dominant in many circles,
people of faith are finding ways to shift the
emphasis back to honoring the real meaning of the
season. Some people have explained to their

families that they will be
giving cards, but not gifts this
year. Others have decided
to make homemade gifts,
using recycled and reclaimed
materials. Still others are
giving “alternative gifts,” by
giving to charities in honor of
f riends and relatives.
However we decide to
handle our gift giving, may
we honor God through our
every action and word. I
pray that Christmas truly will
be life-giving for you this
year!

Advent Colors
One of the season’s
symbolic colors is blue,
representing hope. During
Advent, we wait in hope to
celebrate again God’s
coming in human form, and
we look forward in hope to
Christ’s coming in glory at
the end of the age. Purple
symbolizes the royalty of
Jesus, the coming Prince of
Peace, and the penitence
with which we receive him.
Some congregations also
use pink or white
candles
in
Advent wreaths,
with
pink
symbolizing joy
and
white
symbolizing
the
Christ child.

New Horizons December Activities
Saturday, December 1
4pm
Hanging of the Greens
4:30pm
Serving at Loaves & Fishes
Sunday, December 2
1st Sunday of Advent
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12pm
Fellowship
7pm
Troop 7 Committee Mtg.
Monday, December 3
6:30pm
Webelos 2
7pm
Boy Scouts
Wednesday, December 5
6pm
Handbell Choir Practice
7pm
Choir Practice
7pm
Cub Scouts
Thursday, December 6
6:30pm
Webelos 1
7pm
Trustees
Friday, December 7
Breakfast with Mary & Joseph Setup (FH)
Saturday, December 8
8am
United Methodist Men
8am
Breakfast with Mary & Joseph
Sunday, December 9
2nd Sunday of Advent
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12pm
Fellowship
12pm
Missions Committee
Monday, December 10
8am
P.E.O. Mtg.
7pm
Boy Scouts
Wednesday, December 12
6pm
Handbell Choir Practice
7pm
Choir Practice
Thursday, December 13
6:15pm
Stewardship & Finance
7pm
Church Council
Friday, December 14
7pm
Christmas Concert

Sunday, December 16
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
Children’s Christmas Pageant
12pm
Dorothy Dinner
6pm
Staff Appreciation Dinner
Monday, December 17
6:30pm
Webelos 2
7pm
Boy Scouts
Wednesday, December 19
6pm
Handbell Choir Practice
7pm
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Cub Scouts
Thursday, December 20
Newsletter Articles Due
6:30 pm
Webelos 1
Friday, December 23
1st Day of Winter
Sunday, December 23
4th Sunday of Advent
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12pm
Fellowship
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve
5:30pm
Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 25
Christmas Day
Church Office Closed
Wednesday, December 26
Church Office Closed
No Handbell Choir Practice
No Choir Practice
Sunday, December 30
1st Sunday after Christmas
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Worship
12pm
Fellowship
Tuesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve
Church Office Closed

December Birthdays &
Anniversaries
December 13

Pat Fleischer

December 3

Connie Morgan

December 20

Chris Morgan

December 4

Charlie & Lois Arsta

December 21

Cindy Harper

December 6

Kyle Calcote

December 22

Rebecca Cuscaden

December 7

Scott Johnson

December 24

Byron & Joyce Ollendike

